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Toxic Algae Bloom in Caloosahatchee River

FORT MYERS - June 29, 2018 - Calusa Waterkeeper (CWK) has found dangerously high levels of tox-
ic cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) at five locations in the Caloosahatchee River.  

On June 26th CWK took samples at the Franklin Lock east side, Alva Boat Ramp, Fort Denaud Bridge, 
Bob Mason Park in LaBelle and Baron Park in LaBelle.  GreenWater Laboratories in Palatka, Florida 
analyzed the samples. This lab specializes in detecting and quantifying cyanobacteria and their toxins.

GreenWater Laboratories’ analyses on June 27th found that significant levels (172-1900 ng/mL) of mi-
crocystin were present and exceeded the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recreational 
threshold (4.0 ng/mL).  The EPA has stated “The presence of cyanobacterial scum in swimming areas 
represents the highest risk of adverse health effects due to abundant evidence for potentially severe 
health outcomes associated with these scums (estimated at 50–100 μg microcystin/L).”

The Caloosahatchee River has had significant levels of cyanobacterial scum since at least June 22nd.

The Army Corps of Engineers started regulatory releases of water from Lake Okeechobee into the 
Caloosahatchee River on June 1.  Since then a major cyanobacteria bloom developed along at least 28 
miles of the Caloosahatchee River.  The “bloom” was noticed as early as June 18th and had significant-
ly expanded by June 22nd.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) sampled for cyanotoxins in the Caloosa-
hatchee River on June 18 and again during June 23-27 at various locations and reported microcystin 
results on June 28, varying from 3.3 ug/l at Moorehaven to 463 ug/l at the Franklin Lock.

Calusa Waterkeeper sent a message to Colonel Kirk with the Army Corps of Engineers, the Florida De-
partment of Health (FDOH), FDEP and several Congressional and State of Florida Representatives on 
June 25th requesting public notification of the health risks associated with recreational exposure to 
cyanotoxins.  Our request has been largely ignored and public notification is still absent at public ac-
cess points such as public boat ramps along the Caloosahatchee River where bloom formation and as-
sociated toxins have been documented.

Calusa Waterkeeper calls on state and local officials to provide effective notification of the public health 
risks to the public prior to the Fourth of July Holiday where residents spend time on and in the Caloosa-
hatchee River.  All public access points on the Caloosahatchee River should be posted with FDOH 
guidelines for avoiding recreational contact with the harmful algae bloom.

    Protect and Preserve the Caloosahatchee River from Lake Okeechobee to the Coastal 
     Waters. 

C  Calusa Waterkeeper is a member of Waterkeeper Alliance, the largest and fastest  
gr  growing nonprofit solely focused on clean water with 370 member groups worldwide.
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